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Late last year, Shepherd's Heart was asked to 

pray about opening a home to house orphaned, 
abused and abandoned boys.  Our team has been led 
by God to establish "Hope House" in our town of 
Ixtlahuacan.  Pictured below is the house that we 
believe to be ideal for this venture.  It is a 6 bedroom, 
three-bath house with lots of large rooms and 4,000 
square meters of land!  We are seeking financial gifts 
to purchase this land, nearly $300,000.00 US. 

This new phase of ministry has both of us 
wearing different "hats". Together, we will be in charge 
of the financial campaign. Meme has been designated 
as the volunteer coordinator and will also be 
functioning as secretary to Rodney, the director of the 
home.  Rich will be pastoring the boys along with Juan 
and Rodney. He will be helping to do the repairs and 
refurbishing that will need to be done.  We both are 
being connected with many of the English speakers in 
the surrounding towns.  The months ahead will be filled 
with meetings, fund-raisers and visiting area churches 
to share the vision and needs of Hope House.  Please 
visit the website: www.casahogarmexico.org for videos, 
photos and the complete vision.�

Each Thursday morning we meet in Ajijic at a breakfast fellowship 
for local retired Christians in the lakeside area. The men and women 
meet separately. This past year, the men lost their leader to cancer. 
Rich was asked to take the role of the men’s group facilitator. He 
does a great job keeping the men focused on Christ. He is seeing God 
bind them together in the Spirit. We are connecting with many people 
from various churches through this group. It is a good time of 
refreshing for both of us, as well as the opportunity to be part of the 
work God is doing on that side of the mountain.  Through this 
fellowship we have made friends with several local pastors.  As a 
result, we have visited different churches.  Rich was asked by the 
pastor of Little Chapel to fill the pulpit when he had to leave town 
suddenly.  Rich did a marvelous job preaching and was warmly 
received. Most people we meet identify him as a pastor, asking where 
our church is!  God’s gifting is blossoming in him! 

All gifts are tax deductible.  Please make checks out to 
“Shepherd’s Heart Ministry”.  Write Thorpe on the memo line 
and include a note if your offering is for a special need.  You 
can make online contributions via “PayPal” at our website: 

www.shmius.org. Pleas send an e-mail letting us know  
that you have made a contribution that way. 

SHMI ��� �   135 Bill Cox Road ��� �  Jonesborough, TN 37659 
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(back) Imer, Havilah, Keren-ha 
(front) Elam and Vadel. 

� We visited the Guadalajara Zoo. It was 
fascinating to be this close to a Giraffe!  We were 
able to feed spider monkeys as well. 
 

� For Christmas, our team went out to a local 
restaurant; they had parrots in cages in the garden. 
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